
     On Wednesday, Febru-
ary 24th, the Alamogordo 
Small Business Develop-
ment Center celebrated the 
official opening of its new 
location on the campus of 
NMSU-A.  At right, SBDC 
Director Marcus McKay, 
Office Manager Kathleen 
Hodgkinson, and NMSU-A 
President Cheri Jimeno are 
pictured along with Cham-
ber of Commerce Execu-
tive Director Mike Espiritu, 
Chamber Ambassadors, and 
area lenders at the 
Chamber of Commerce 

New Location at NMSU -A 

SBDC  Sponsors  Entrepreneurial Resource Library  
at NMSU -A Townsend Library  

     A new small business and entrepre-
neurial section will soon be opening at 
the Townsend Library located on the 

NMSU-A campus. 

     Book selections offered by the 
SBDC will be managed by the library 
staff and will be available for short 
term check out.  The new section will 
offer approximately three hundred 
titles (including audio/video selections) 
covering a wide range of subjects and 
topics of interest to small business 

owners and entrepreneurs. 

     The SBDC staff would like to thank  
Dan Kammer and the Townsend li-
brary staff for their hard work on this 

project. 
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A wide range of new titles will be available for local 

entrepreneurs and students in the Townsend Library. 
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     Lenders also had the opportunity to hear a 
presentation on the SBA 504 program given 
jointly  by representatives from two certified 
development companies: Enchantment Land 

CDC and Capital CDC.   In the 
presentation, it was pointed 
out that a 504 loan could allow 
small business owners to se-
cure long term commercial 
loans on fixed assets at very 
low rates with as little as a 10% 

capital position. 

     Presentations were also 
provided by micro lenders: WESST Corp, The 

Loan Fund and ACCION New Mexico. 

     Local lenders had the opportu-
nity to get a closer look at the 
SBDC and its resource partners 
during the SBDC Lender Forum.  In 
his opening re-
marks, Marcus 
McKay, NMSU-A 
SBDC Director 
said, òLenders are 
a primary source 
of referrals to the 
SBDC and play a 
key role in capital 
formation and job 

creation in the local economy.ó   

     Special guest speaker, John 
Woosley, NM  District Director 
for the U.S. Small Business Admini-
stration provided lenders with an 
overview of the SBAõs history, ad-
vocacy efforts on behalf of small 
business, and an overview of the 
SBAõs 7(a) loan guarantee program. 
It was pointed out that under the 
current American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, guarantees had 
been temporarily increased to 90% 
and guarantee fees had been elimi-

nated. 

Ribbon Cutting.  The dayõs events 
also included a lender forum with 
special guest, John Woosley, New 
Mexico District Director for the 
U.S. Small Business Administration 
and was followed by a luncheon 

catered by Sunset Run Restaurant.   

     It was fitting that the opening of 
the new SBDC office coincided 
with Governor Bill Richardsonõs 
Proclamation making the week of 
February 20-27 òEntrepreneurship 
Weekó.   Also, it highlighted the 
long standing relationship between 
the NMSBDC Network, NMSU-A,  
the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion, the Alamogordo Chamber of 
Commerce, local lenders and re-

gional lenders. 

     The Alamogordo SBDC first 

opened in 1989.  For the past 
twenty-one years its staff has pro-
vided free, confidential business 
counseling, training, and referrals to 
hundreds of entrepreneurs in Ala-
mogordo and Otero County.                             
Although the 
local office has 
always been a 
department of 
NMSU-A, it had 
previously been 
housed off cam-
pus.  However, 
when the NMSU
-A Nursing Pro-
gram moved to 
its new facility in 
the newly con-
structed Science 
Building, space 

became available  permitting the 
SBDC to move on campus.  SBDC 
Director, Marcus McKay, said of 
the move, òI believe it is the best 
possible location for our program.    
Our offices are easily accessible to   

clients  and it gives 
our program easy 
access to university 
resources.  It also 
facilitates interaction 
between the SBDC 
and other university 
programs, allowing us 
to share resources.  
Our new location 
makes it easier to 
partner with other 
departments for joint 

training events.ó 

Pictured above, John 
Woosley, SBA New 
Mexico District Direc-
tor provides lenders and 
other attendees with an 
overview of SBA pro-
grams.  At left, Don 
Panagrossi with En-
chantment Land Certi-
fied Development Com-
pany discusses the role 
of his company in the 
SBA 504 loan program 
while attendees take 

notes. 

Lender Forum:   Local Lenders Get a Closer Look at  the SBDC, 
SBA, Certified Development Companies and Micro Lenders  
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òLenders are a primary source of 

referrals to the SBDC and play a 

key role in capital formation and 

job creation in the local economy.ó 
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