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on the Web! 

 The NMSU Alamogordo Small Business Devel-
opment Center offers small business counseling, train-
ing and resource referrals to entrepreneurs in all 
stages of business.  Whether your business is an exist-
ing concern, a startup, or even a pre-venture, we en-
courage you to take advantage of our confidential, no-

cost services. 

 Areas of expertise include business planning, 
start-up, research, financing options, accounting, li-

censing, marketing, sales and management. 

  

 We are very pleased to 
announce that Mike Byrnes has 
joined the NMSU-A team and will 
be providing business counseling 
services to Otero County entre-

preneurs. 

 Mike has been with the 
NMSBDC Network for over five 
years.  Prior to joining the 
NMSBDC, Mike was a successful 
entrepreneur  and has an exten-
sive background in banking, busi-
ness finance, planning and man-

agement. 

 To schedule an appoint-
ment, you may contact Mike 
through the  local SBDC office at 

439-3660. 

JULY 2011 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=50_X15z5cAc
nmsbdc.org
http://nmsua.edu/


been extremely helpful to our company.  The 

timely SBA loan had a huge impact.ó 

 

Tom and Linda Olive have developed a coffee 
line inspired by themes from the Southwest, 
such as their White Sands Blend, Pinon, 
Kokopelli Koffee, and Southwest Pecan.  The 
Olives signed an exclusive agreement of the 
pinon flavor, now their best seller.  Additional 

flavors honor the military and holidays.  Their coffee 
blends are featured in two Wal-mart locations and two 
Loweõs Pay and Save Grocery locations, as well as in their 

coffee shop and online at olivebranchcoffee.com. 

 

In 2008. the Olives were approved for their third SBA 
loan, which helped them take their entrepreneurial 

dream even further. 

 

When asked about their future plans, Mr. Olive said, 
òAlthough we want to pursue business at a slower pace, 

our future definitely includes coffee!ó   

The NMSU-A SBDC has named Tom and Linda Olive of 
Olive Branch Coffee, Inc, as its outstanding clients of the 
year.  Mr. and Mrs. Olive were honored in a special cere-

mony at the State Capital. 

 

Tom and Linda Olive opened Olive Branch Coffee in 
1996 and are thriving, helped by a series of  U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA) loans obtained through 

the assistance of the Alamogordo SBDC. 

 

Olive Branch began as a small coffee shop with a limited 
menu.  Two years later, the Olives purchased their first 
roaster with SBA guaranteed funding.  The Olivesõ be-
came certified coffee roasters by the Specialty Coffee As-
sociation of America and began roasting Brazilian, Co-
lumbian, Guatemalan and Costa Rican coffees.  With the 
coffee business becoming extremely competitive, the Ol-

ives decided to specialize in flavored coffees. 

 

Mr. Olive first visited the SBDC in 2001.  He attended a 
business planning course at NMSU-A and developed a 
formal business plan.  Mr. Olive said, òI learned how to 
run a business by attending the SBDC small business 
class.  It helped me to listen to other business owners.ó  
During this time, the Oliveõs moved their coffee shop to 
a new location.  The Olivesõ second SBA loan was ap-
proved in 2002 and they were able to purchase the build-

ing theyõd been leasing.  Mr. Olive said, òThe SBDC has  
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This Class is for You ! 

 

Business & Finance Students  

Small Business Owners  

 

Earn 3 Hours of College Credit  
 

Learn to Prepare Business Plans  
 

Learn the Basics of Presenting your 
Business to Banks and Investors  

 

Receive In Class Training from  

Instructors and Local Business 

The Small Business Development Center (SBDC) operates in partnership with the U.S. Small Business Administration under Cooperative 
Agreement No. 9-603001-Z-0032-21 and the State of New Mexico.  The support given by the U.S. Small Business Administration through 
such funding does not constitute an express or implied endorsement of the cosponsor(s) or participantsõ opinions, products or services.  
All SBDC programs and services are extended to the public on a nondiscriminatory basis.  Special arrangements for the handicapped will be 

made if requested in advance.  

 

Learn how to Start, Run and Grow 
Your Business!  

 

Develop Your Skills in  

Sales, Marketing, Management,  

Finance, Recordkeeping,  

E-Commerce and  

Customer Service!  

Register Now!   

At NMSU-A 
 

For BA 202 or BMGT 275 
 

Classes begin Thursday, August 18, 2011 
 

Tues & Thurs   5:30  to 6:45  PM 


